MacKinley Darlington

MacKinley Darlington is a nationally
recognized leader in the Canadian research and
knowledge exchange ecosystem with more
than 12 years of experience driving impact
within the higher education sector. Since
September 2024, she has been on secondment
as Interim Director of Athabasca University
Press (AU Press), Canada’s first open-access
scholarly publishing house. In this role, she
oversees strategic operations and leads AU
Press’s innovative approach to dissemination
which prioritizes digital publishing while
retaining many of the hallmarks of traditional
university press publishing.

MacKinley’s professional approach reflects a deep commitment to opening the
academy and making knowledge accessible to all. Prior to transitioning into
scholarly publishing, she designed and implemented research impact frameworks
and established portfolios dedicated to transforming research into societal benefit
at both Athabasca University and the University of Calgary.



