
Media Release

September 17, 2021

Re: 2021 Alberta Book Publishing Awards Winners Announced

Edmonton – The Book Publishers Association of Alberta is pleased to announce the winners of

the 2021 Alberta Book Publishing Awards.

We were excited to present two new award categories this year, Graphic Novel of the Year and

Regional Book of the Year. The Graphic Novel of the Year category recognizes a unique and

specialized form of book publishing, and was awarded to Renegade Arts Entertainment for

Awkward Pause by Ryan Harby. Regional Book of the Year celebrates books that exemplify

unique perspectives of Alberta. The debut winner was Frontenac House Ltd. for Borderlands by

Mark Vitaris.

This year we presented the Centre for Equitable Library Access and the National Network for

Equitable Library Service with Special Achievement in Publishing Awards. Both of these

organizations provide equitable access to books for all Canadians and provide guidance in

accessible publishing.

Congratulations to all the winners, and thank you to our production company, Modern Muse,

for once again producing a phenomenal virtual presentation. If you missed the livestream, the

awards presentation is available to view on the BPAA YouTube Channel. We look forward to next

year's awards and the continued growth of the Alberta book publishing industry.
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For more information contact:

Kieran Leblanc, Executive Director

c. 780.918.8375
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Learning Book of the Year

The Educational Assistant’s Guide to Supporting Inclusion 

in a Diverse Society - Carole Massing, Bonnie Anderson 

and Carol Anderson

An Autobiography of the Autobiography of Reading - 

Dionne Brand

Trade Non-Fiction Book of the Year

In Veritas - C.J. Lavigne

Speculative Fiction Book of the Year

https://newestpress.com/books/in-veritas
https://www.uap.ualberta.ca/titles/971-9781772125085-autobiography-of-the-autobiography-of-reading
https://www.brusheducation.ca/catalog/arts-education-social-sciences/books/the-educational-assistant-s-guide-to-supporting-inclusion-in-a-diverse-society
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Children’s and Young Adult 
Book of the Year

Graphic Novel of the Year

Howdy, I’m John Ware - Ayesha Clough and Hugh 

Rookwood

Awkward Pause - Ryan Harby

Nautilus and Bone - Lisa Richter

Robert Kroetsch Award for Poetry

https://renegadeartsentertainment.com/product/awkward-pause/
https://www.frontenachouse.com/product/nautilus-and-bone/
https://redbarnbooks.ca/products/john-ware
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Borderlands - Mark Vitaris

Watershed - Doreen Vanderstoop

Regional Book of the Year

Trade Fiction Book of the Year

Our Whole Gwich’in Way of Life Has Changed / Gwich’in 

K’yuu Gwiidandài’ Tthak Ejuk Gòonlih: Stories from the 

People of the Land - Leslie McCartney and Gwich’in Tribal 

Council 

Scholarly and Academic 
Book of the Year

https://www.uap.ualberta.ca/titles/977-9781772124828-our-whole-gwichin-way-of-life-has-changed-gwichin-kyuu-gwiidandai-tthak-ejuk-goonlih
https://freehand-books.com/product/watershed/
https://www.frontenachouse.com/product/borderlands/
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The End of Me - John Gould

book cover design by Natalie Olsen of Kisscut Design

Book Cover Design

A Brush with Depth

written and illustrated by Rick Sealock

Book Illustration

If Sylvie Had Nine Lives - Leona Theis

designed by Natalie Olsen of Kisscut Design

Book Design

https://freehand-books.com/product/the-end-of-me/#tab-description
https://www.frontenachouse.com/product/a-brush-with-depth-the-art-of-rick-sealock/
https://freehand-books.com/product/if-sylvie-had-nine-lives/#tab-description
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One Madder Woman - Dede Crane

edited by Deborah Willis

Lois Hole Award for Editorial Excellence

The Centre for Equitable Library Access

Special Achievement in Publishing

The National Network for Equitable Library Service

Special Achievement in Publishing

https://freehand-books.com/product/one-madder-woman/#tab-description
https://celalibrary.ca/about-us
https://nnels.ca/about
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